The Vietnam

Primnary Source Media, 2 provider of pri-
mary source documents via CD-ROM, mi-
croform, and online services, has announced
the release of The Vietnam Era, the 12th
CD-ROM in its historical research series,
American Journey: History in Your Hands.

Like previous American Journey titles,
The Vietnam Fra features rare primary sousce
materials organized around thernatic essays.

Hyperlinks, timelines, maps, picture albums,
content lists, and flexible full-text searches
facilitate access to hundreds of documents
and images, according to the company.
“The Vietnam Era provides librarians
and educators with unigue materials from
a recent period that students find fascinat-
ing,” said David Lucas, president and CEC
of Primary Source Media. “This outstand-
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ing collection of primary records encour-
ages student inquiry into the complex issues
and emotions surrounding this difficult time
in American history.”

The Vietnam Era presents the swirl of
events that surrounded America’s involve-
ment in Vietnam, tracing the meeting of East
and West—irom the bloody French-In-
dochina War to the American enfry into Viet-
nam, from Johnson’s escalation of American
forces to Nixon’s decision to bomb Cambo-
dia, from America’s final withdrawal to the
renewal of American-Vietnamese relations.
The collection also tells the story of Amer-
ica’s coming of age in the “war at home” as
well as the war overseas. The growth of the
antiwar movement—from rnass demonstra-
tions to the campaigns of Robert Kennedy
and Bugene McCarthy—is treated alongside
the formative role of the media in covering
the war and the eventual return of Vietnam
veterans {0 a war-torn Armerica.

Topics covered inciude the French colo-
nization of Vietnam and the French-Indochina
War, the application of America’s Cold War
containgnent policy to Vietnam, the rise of Ho
Chi Minh and the National Liberation Front,
and the escalation of America’s involvement
on the ground and in the air. Also explored are
the effects of such seminal events as the Tet
Offensive and the Christmas Bombing, and
Arnerica’s final departure from Vietnarn.

The collection is edited by George Her-
ring, professor of history at the University
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Alcita Techneologies has announced the
availability of IDEplex, an IDE-to-SCSI con-
verter that allows the integration of seven or
eight IDE CD-ROM or DVD-ROM drives
into tower or rack configurations. The con-
verter, a small electronic circuit board con-
taining a high-powered RISC processor and
other sophisticated components, enables in-
expensive, higher-performance ATAPI dri-
ves 1o be substituted for their higher-priced
SCSI counterparts. According to the com-
pany, several key features of IDEplex allow
CEM and integration customers to deliver a
solution using the best of both SCSIand IDE
technologies, providing higher performance
and greater reliability through fault tolerance.

According to the announcement, an em-
bedded Intel i960 processor and an Ultra
SCSI interface on the IDEplex allows at-
tached drives to transfer data at their full
speed—up to twice that of standard SCSI
subsystems. “TDEplex delivers a higher level
of functionality and performance than stan-
dard SCSI tower products at a competitive
cost,” said Geoff Legat, Alcita Technolo-
gies’ president and CEQ. “The cugrent im-
plementation of IDEpiex is the basis for sev-
eral new data storage integration products.
Increased functionality, rewritable support,

and hard-disk caching will be added in fu-
ture releases later this year”

IDEplex, a full-featured SCSILUN (Log-
ical Unit Number) expander, transparently
converts SCSI commands to their IDE equiv-
alents. Connected to a host computer’s SCSI
bus, an IDEplex tower acts as a single SCSE
device, and each of the seven or eight at-
tached devices can be addressed as a LUN.
Multiple CD-ROM or DVD-ROM configu-
rations can be built using IDEplex. An [DE-
plex-powered tower can be attached to any
SCSI bus that has at least one SCSI Target
1D free. Any host system that allows the use
of LUNs (such as Macintosh, PC, or UNIX
workstations) is capable of supperting the
IDEplex. These features offer a cost savings
to end users and simplify many instaliations.
Virtually all read-only ATAPI drives and
SCSI host adapters are supported.

According to the annotncement, the
cight-device version includes SureSwap,
which provides the nitimate in fault toler-
ance for CD systems. This hotswap capa-
bility, a design feature that allows a drive to
be removed or replaced without requiring
the host to be powered down, and an avail-
able backplane kit facilitate the economical
construction of hotswap towers. When a

drive develops a fault it will not affect sys-
tem operation beyond its own IDE bus.

IDEplex’s versatility allows customiza-
tion of behavior to meet even the most di-
verse customer requirements, the company
claims. A number of special options—such
as afphanumeric display panels, contro} key-
pads for setting SCSI [Ds, and termination
and wide SCSI connectors—can be added
to firmware and hardware. Two models of
IDEplex are currently available. Customers
can integrate support for a seven-high tower
of CD-ROM or DVD-ROM drives with
prices starting at $210. An eight-high tower
is also available; it includes additional sup-
port for SureSwap, beginning at $300.

Source: Alcita Technologies, Inc., Wo-
burn, MA, 781/376-0000; Fax: 781/376-
G010; http:/iwww.alcita.com.
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