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Bloomberg: Get the message?

Reading between the lines

OF COURSE that editorial in the UL about NYC Mayor Mike
Bloomberg was all on the up and up.

The editorial purported to be about Mayor Mike's gun control
fixation and his anti-Ayotte TV ads, written in a newspaper that
itself has a fixation on gun control (“Armed Citizen” anyone?). So
you can imagine the slant.

But was there a more subliminal message at work?

Let's start with the very first sentence, “We must say we admire
the chutzpah of New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg.” “Chutzpah”

- interesting choice of words. In
fact, it's extremely in-
teresting, consider-
ing that it hasn't
appeared  in

that particular

“This could be some-
boay just qoing through

divorce, for heaven’s sake.” | Manchester
N.H.-based
— David Wheeler, the former executive councilor, all newspaper

worked up over a plan to create an out-of-state license
for pistol owners, barring from applying people
with “mental health problems” or
“‘emotional problems.”

in at least the

last year. Nev-
er, of course, is
a much longer time,
so who knows?

So when the editorial essen-
tially goes after Bloomberg for not
being from around these parts, that

“chutzpah” line sure stands out.

And so does the last line:

“Our advice to Mayor Mike:
take a big gulp and go away.
Neither Kelly Ayotte nor Granite
Staters will be intimidated by the
likes of you."

Among
the
missing
“Why Republicans
should support immigra-

tion reform” was the title of
an op-ed that appeared earlier

Wayne MacDonald.

“What's the big deal? This
happens every year, and besides, fhe
House started it first.”

— Sen. David Boutin, R-Manchester, on the Senate’s vote to resurrect five
bills that the House had already-voted to Kill.

this month in various New Hampshire newspapers.
A pretty compelling argument for its point of view.
And it was written by five — count ‘em, 5 — former
chairs of the New Hampshire GOP: Steve Duprey,
John Stabile, Wayne Semprini, Fergus Cullen and

Impressive list, but there's another impres-
sion you might take away from this. Two missing
names: Jack Kimball and Jennifer Horn, a former
and current GOP chair, respectively. Did they just
not get the memo asking ‘em to pitch in?

Sha-Furler: Vote from the past

Phoning it in

Funny how things come full circle, or
close to it, in the world of politics.

Consider for a moment the latest out-
rage over the NSA's OCD-like data/
phone call fixation. Politicians of varying
stripes have been shocked — shocked!
— about the existence of the program.
A program, incidentally, they had been
briefed about.

But enough of that. Return with us
now to those thrilling days of 2008,
when Congress actually had a chance
to put a stop, or at least place a sizable

roadblock, in the
way of the telecom
metadata gathering
project. That was
the year Congress
voted to give ret-
roactive  immunity
from lawsuits to Ve-
rizon and every other telecom company
that turned over customers' records in
what were at the time referred to as
warrantless searches.

Funny thing about that: the only member
of the New Hampshire congressional del-
egation (in fact, one of the few members of
Congress) to vote against the telecom im-
munity bill was the 1st District congress-
woman, Ms. Carol Shea-Porter. Support
for the bill was bipartisan, with Senators
Gregg and Sununu and Congressman
Paul Hodes voting in the affimative, as
they say.

At the time, it's interesting to note, the
idea of the federal government grab-
bing up telephone call info by the bag-

ful wasn't such an unpopular thing. In
fact, the opposite was true, and Carol
S-P was the subject of a well-oiled at-
tack machine, emanating for the most
part from true-blue Republican circles.
Such as the “essay” that appeared on
the Bedford Republican Committee
website at the time, “Carol Shea Porter
cares not for national security”:

“She grandstands, using liberal hot
button phrases like ‘fear-mongering’
and ‘scare tactics’ insisting ‘nothing
terrible is going to happen' in her ef-
fort to score political points. No one
can guarantee that no more terrorist
attacks will occur. In fact, the odds are
that eventually another one will occur.
But, it is surveillance laws like (Protect
America Act) that have helped keep us
safe for the past seven years and Carol
Shea-Porter seems intent on tearing
those safeguards down all for the sake
of political maneuvering.”

How times have changed in the realm
of gasbaggery.
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