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The IT sector is having one of its periodic moments 
of congruity and clarity, where seemingly 
disparate trends come together and form the basis 
for accelerated change. Several key technologies 

have matured and created a nexus of rapid innovation: 
High-performance,low-cost bandwidth; cloud-based 
computing; the virtualization of machines and network 
functions; and the proliferation of smart and mobile devices 
enable enterprises to be competitive using new IT models. 
When businesses seize on unlimited bandwidth, 
computational power and scale for strategic advantage, we like 
to call this the “Gigabit Economy.”

You can see the changes taking place when you consider how 
difficult it was historically to consume, produce and distribute 
applications. Buying a major piece of enterprise software like an 
ERP application or database required an IT department to make 
a major upfront purchase at a significant cost. It was typically a 
lengthy decision-making process across IT, line of business, 
finance and the executive team. Overall, it was a very difficult 
and time-consuming process for everyone involved.

The Gigabit Economy opens the door to wholly new digital 
business models and the disruption of industries. One telling 
note of change is how more and more technology decisions are 
being guided by line of business managers. They are taking 
advantage of a simpler, faster IT consumption process to speed 
up their time to value. Bandwidth, software platforms, hardware 
and network are all available on demand. Companies can focus 
on their core businesses and not get caught up in infrastructure.  
They can develop and deploy applications in the cloud, leveraging 

a host of options from dedicated servers to containers. The 
business unit gets what it wants more quickly, and IT stops taking 
the unfair rap for being slow.

We fuel this kind of innovation by building the cloud, network, 
and security services that support big data and big apps. Our goal 
is to give businesses the speed and agility to seize market 
opportunities and deliver better online customer experiences. To 
be at the forefront of the Gigabit Economy, we have harnessed 
our own innovation and assets to create Platform CenturyLink, a 
new way of working with us to realize your business strategies 
through enterprise-class cloud computing.

Platform CenturyLink unifies our previously separate 
products and service offerings into a single point of control. The 
Platform puts our network, cloud, hosting and co-location 
assets into a highly scalable, API-driven service offering that’s 
easy to manage. Through a single interface, you can manage 
sophisticated IT projects in the cloud across all phases of their 
lifecycles. If you want to innovate in the Gigabit Economy, we 
give you the means to move your ideas forward quickly and 
economically. With the Gigabit Economy in effect and Platform 
CenturyLink, you can confidently create and deploy 
sophisticated IT projects in a cycle that’s fast enough to keep 
you out in front. We help businesses succeed in the faster, 
ever-changing Gigabit economy.
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