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Abstract
In this study, the results of educational activities based on social learning theory in
improving scientific attitudes among primary school students were investigated. An
experimental and control group design was used with students who attended 7th
grade classes at three different schools. By determining two control groups, the te-
acher effect was minimized. In the experimental group, social learning theory based
activities were carried out; however, in the first and second control groups, activities
in the curriculum of science lessons were given. The data were gathered by admi-
nistering the scientific attitude inventory, academic success test, and socio-economic
level inventory as pre-and-post tests along with a permanency test. The results sho-
wed that educational activities based on social learning theory were more effective
in improving students’ scientific attitudes. Moreover, academic success was an im-
portant variable in the process of evaluating scientfic attitudes; but gender and

socio-economical levels were not.
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Science education must contribute not only to students’ cognitive
developments but also their affective developments. Therefore, ac-
tivities concerning the programs must be prepared with the consi-
deration of objectives related with cognitive, affective, and psycho-
motor domains. However, it can be seen that activities are usually
done heavily based on cognitive objectives, wheras neglecting af-
fective and psychomotor domains (Akbas, 2004; Selvi, 1996). Mo-
reover, curriculum prepared for students usually focus on the cog-
nitive learning and mostly exclude affective domain and its effecti-
veness (Bacanli 1999; Bilen 2001).

Science as a subject at schools makes positive contributions to the
development of students and provides permanency of their interest
and desire to learn. The first level that students face with science is
thorough basic activities during their primary school years. During
this period, students should be helped to love science as a field, no-
tice the basic principles of scientific method, develop permanency
of interest and desire to learn, acquire the scientific process skills,
and be provided with facilities to decide an appropriate field of
study related with science (Bikmaz, 2001). The evaluation of suc-
cess in scientific teaching and learning is made through positive
changes in behaviors. Therefore, behaviors are defined during teac-
hing plans and goals are formed accordingly.

The Use of Social Learning Theory in Science Teaching for Acqu-
isition of Scientific Attitudes

When studies related with attitudes in science teaching examined,
it can be seen that attitudes toward science and scientific attitude
have been the focus (Byrne & Johnstone, 1998; Koballa, 1988). Ba-
saran (1978) describes scientific attitude as the separation of indivi-
duals between the problems, events, situations, and feelings that
they experience and comment on them based on logical data. In the
primary school period, the teaching activities might increase the ef-
fectiveness of general education by taking the scientific ad affecti-
ve aspects into consideration in order to develop scientific attitude
and planning. Giving breif life histories about famous scientists,
museum visits, and activities on natural life will help students ap-

preciate scientific education (Ata, 1999).
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According to the social learning theory, learning by modeling is ac-
hieved through transmission of the information. The observer ac-

quires the symbolic images of the behavi

ors that they modeled which directs him to the appropriate behavi-
ors during the observation process. Thus, learning through mode-

ling has four prerequisites. These steps are as follows:
1. Attention

2. Retention

3. Motor reproduction

4. Motivation

Bandura (1986) states that individuals do not need to learn everything
directly because they are able to learn lots of things by observing ot-
hers’ experiences. In this situation, a great deal of cognitive, affective,
social and psychomotor behaviors can be taught by modeling the res-
pected or adored adults. In educational environments, teachers can te-
ach creativity, effective learning, study skills, problem-solving skills,
or many other things more effectively by simply becoming good mo-
dels for their students. By doing so, the importance of science lessons
which are designed taking the affective objectives within the curricu-
lum into consideration and are prepared and applied to change the af-

fective qualities of students will become more visable.

Aim
What is the effect of social learning theory based teaching activities

on students’ attitudes in the science lessons of 7th grade classes?

Sub problems

1. Are there any significant differences between the students in the
experimental and control groups in terms of scientific attitudes

measured by pre scores in science lessons of 7th grade classes?

2. Are there any significant differences between the students in the
experimental and control groups in terms of scientific attitudes
measured by pre-and-post test and retention test scores in scien-
ce lessons of 7th grade classes?
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3. Are there any significant differences between the students in the
experimental and control groups in terms of scientific attitudes me-
asured by post-test scores in science lessons of 7th grade classes?

4. Do academic success, gender, and socio-economic level have any
significant effect on scientific attitudes post-test scores of students
in the experimental group in science lessons of 7th grade classes?

Method
Research Model and Experimental Design

An experimental and control group design was used with students
who attended 7th grade classes at three different schools. Pre-test
post-test experimental design model with control group which can
be described as mixed design is defined as an experimental design
with two factors one of which is in the category of repeated measu-
res the other is in a different category.

Population and Sample

"This study was carried out on 7th grade students at primary scho-
ols. The population of the study is students at primary schools in
the center of Kirsehir. In order to define the sample of the study,
the authorities from the Kirgehir Directorate of National Education
were interviewed and students from Zernisan, Vakkas Yasar, Gazi
and Prof. Dr. Erol Giingor primary schools which are similar in term
of of socio-economic environment were taken as the sample. Defi-
ning three different schools as the sample, it was aimed to minimi-
ze the interaction between the students. Scientific Attitude Inven-
tory was applied to all of the 7th grade students at the sample scho-
ols and one of the classes which did not have any differences was
selected. As a result, students from 7A were assigned as the experi-
ment group; students from 7B were assigned as the control group;
and students from 7D were assigned as the second control group.

Procedures

In the study, the Scientific Attitude Inventory (SAI II; Moore &
Foy, 1997) was used to measure students’ attitude towards science.
There are 40 statements in the scale which is adapted to Turkish.
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The 40 statements were structured to explain the nature of scien-
ce, the way in which scientists work, and students’ attitudes toward
science. Concerning the reliability of scale, Cronbach Alpha reliabi-
lity coefficient is found to be 0.76. Spearman Brown Split-half test
correlation is 0.84. Moore and Foy (1997) reported that the original
scale had a Cronbach Alpha reliability coefficient of 0.78 and Spe-
arman Brown Split-half reliabiliy coefficient of 0.80. Factor analysis
was done to investigate the structural validity of the scale. As a re-
sult of the statistical analysis, the factor loading of the statements is
on a single factor and the factor loading of the scale consisting of 40
statements is above 0.53. This finding showed that the scale had
one factor to identify scientific attitudes (Demirbasg, 2005).

With the aim of determining the students’ academic success levels,
40 questions were prepared on “the Structure of Atom and Periodi-
cal Table” and “a Travel to Inner Structure of The Matter” which
are in the 7th grade science education curriculum. After the item
analysis, the number of the questions was determined to be 30.
Furthermore, 45 questions were prepared on the unit “Meeting of
Force and Movement, Energy” and after the item analysis, the
number the questions was determined to be 35. Thus, the total
number of questions in the academic success test was 65 (30+35).
"T'his academic success test was used in the research.

A socio-economic scale (Bacanli, 2004) was used in order to deter-

mine the socioeconomic levels of 7th grade students in the sample
group and explain its relation with the dependent variable.

Results and Discussion

There are not any significant differences between scientific attitude
pre-and-post test scores of 7th grade students who are in the experi-
mental and control groups (Chart 2 and Chart 3). Scientific attitude
post test and retention test scores of the experimental group students
whose activities were based on social learning theory were analyzed
and found to be higher than their pre-test scores. The retention test
scores of the students decreased a bit when compared with post test
scores. But non-significant differences between the scores of pre-
and-post tests and retention test explain that students continued the
scientific attitudes that they acquired (Table 4-5).
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According to the results of the study, academic success explained
the 49% of total variance in scientific attitudes. When t-test results
related with the significance of regression coefficients were exami-
ned, the academic success scores were found to be significant in es-
timating scientific attitude scores (Table 10).

After analyzing the application results of teaching activities based
on social learning th

eory, the following recommendations are made:

¢ Teachers who are the operators of the curriculum must be infor-
med about affective learning. The affective objectives of Scien-
ce and Technology curriculum are included intensively in the
curriculum which has started to be used with 4th and 5th grade
classes since the 2005-2006 academic year. In-service training co-
urses should be organized for teachers to show them how they
define, observe, and assess affective gains.

¢ In Science and Technology curriculum which has started to be
used with 4th and 5th grade classes since the 2005-2006 acade-
mic year, activities done by scientists, their life stories related to
the topics should be combined with the topic itself.

¢ The number of the visual materials showing the scientific studi-

es is limited. So, projects in order to develop visual materials
such as films and presentations should be developed.
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